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Dante’s Inferno (Canto III)

Dante writes about The Pilgrims entrance into the inferno. At this point in the story we have met The Pilgrim, who is Dante, and is still alive. The dead character who is to lead Dante through the inferno is Virgil. It is quite obvious why Dante chose Virgil as his guide through hell. As far as Italian history goes, who better than the poet who has already been to Hell with his character Aeneas. So, Virgil has been chosen to lead Dante through Hell. Then we meet Charon, the boatman to Hell. He noticed that Dante is still alive and will not let him pass. Virgil insists that Dante must go with him. I find it interesting that the boatman to hell will let a live person into Hell. I think it shows characterization of Virgil, his power, his charm maybe? Another reason why Charon listened is because the gods commanded it. These are two reasons why I think that Charon let Dante through with Virgil. 

Dante passes out right at the end of the scene… why? I believe that they hit a part of hell, which jolts the likes of living beings. I don’t think that anyone besides Dante passed out. I think Dante put that into his book so that he could emphasize how eternally powerful Hell is. Someone still living could not enter, even if they tried. They’d pass out. Luckily Dante implemented Virgil to make sure that Dante could pass through this crucial point. 

